
  

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Contact: Jen Raab, Public Information Officer, 701.328.3039 

Tax Commissioner Reports 10% Growth in 1st Quarter Taxable Sales & Purchases 

BISMARCK, N.D. – Tax Commissioner Ryan Rauschenberger announced today that North Dakota’s taxable sales 
and purchases for the first quarter of 2019 are up nearly 10%. Taxable sales and purchases for January, February 
and March of 2019 were $4.453 billion, a 9.67% increase over those months in 2018. 

“We are pleased to report good year-over-year increases for the past eight quarters, five of which have seen nearly 
10% growth or more.” Rauschenberger said. “It was no surprise to see a significant increase in this report with oil 
production hitting an all-time record of 1.4 million barrels per day in January.” 

Thirteen of the 15 major sectors reported taxable sales and purchases gains when compared to the first quarter a 
year ago. Most notably, the mining and oil extraction sector increased by $123.8 million (a 21.65% increase), the 
wholesale trade sector increased by $115.1 million (a 12.19% increase), and the retail trade sector increased by 
$68.4 million (a 5.39% increase). 

“The retail trade sector showed an increase of 5.39% when compared to last year,” Rauschenberger stated. “This 
continues a recent trend of growth in this important sector. This is great news after several years of declines in this 
vital component of the state’s economy.”   

Rauschenberger added that prior to the three most recent quarters, the state experienced at least ten quarters of 
declines in the retail trade sector.   

Three of the state’s top six largest cities saw an increase in taxable sales and purchases for the first quarter, all of 
which are on the west side of the state. The state’s largest two cities saw no growth. 

Percent changes for the first quarter of 2019 (compared to the first quarter of 2018) for the top six largest cities in 
North Dakota were as follows: 

• Williston – Increase of 14.79% 
• Dickinson – Increase of 11.69% 
• Minot – Increase of 6.10% 
• Bismarck – Decrease of 0.48% 
• Fargo – Decrease of 0.61% 
• Grand Forks – Decrease of 1.86% 
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Of the 50 largest cities in North Dakota, the highest percent increases for the first quarter of 2019 (compared to the 
first quarter of 2018) were as follows: 

• Garrison – Increase of 39.96% 
• Stanley – Increase of 35.24% 
• Wishek – Increase of 32.55% 
• Watford City – Increase of 24.91% 
• Grafton – Increase of 21.40% 

Counties with the highest percent increases for the first quarter of 2019 (compared to the first quarter of 2018) were 
as follows: 

• Logan County – Increase of 96.48% 
• Burke County – Increase of 70.90% 
• Mountrail County – Increase of 41.02% 
• Slope County – Increase of 29.41% 
• McIntosh County – Increase of 25.58% 

The complete first quarter 2019 North Dakota Sales and Use Tax Statistical Report can be accessed online at 
www.nd.gov/tax. 

Taxpayers can stay up-to-date on North Dakota tax-related matters by visiting the Office of State Tax 
Commissioner’s website at www.nd.gov/tax or by connecting on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and 
YouTube.  

# # # 

Charts:  
Interactive County & City Map 
ND Total Taxable Sales & Purchases 2010 - 2019 First Quarter 
ND Taxable Sales & Purchases by Industry First Quarter 2019 

 

 
 
 

 

https://www.nd.gov/tax/user/businesses/formspublications/sales-use-tax/guidelines-publications-sales
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